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Government of India
H. D., New Delhi,
14th October, 1943

From

The Additional Secretary

to the Government of India, H. D.

M. K. Gandhi, Esquire
Sir,
I am directed to reply to your letter of the 15th July in
which you have attempted to controvert certain passages
appearing in the Government publication "Congress Responsi-
bility for the Disturbances 1942-43". At the outset I am to
remind you that the document in question was published for
the information of the public and not for the purpose of convinc-
ing you or eliciting your defence. It was supplied to you only
'at your request and in forwarding it Government neither
invited nor desired your comments upon it. Since, however,
you have thought fit to address Government on the subject I am
to say that Government have given due consideration to your
letter.
2. Government regret to observe that, although your
letter contains lengthy quotations from your own utterances
and writings, it contains no fresh or categorical statement of
your own attitude in regard to the material issues or any clear
Repudiation of the disastrous policy to which you and the
Congress party committed yourselves in the series of events
leading to the Congress resolution of the 8th August, 1942. The
purpose of your letter appears to be to suggest that you have
been misrepresented in some way in "Congress Responsibility",
but in what substantial respect is not clear. No attempt was
made in the book, as you seem to think, to charge you with pro-
Japanese sympathies and the sentence at the end of the first
chapter, to which you have taken exception in paragraph 18 of
yrour letter, was merely an echo of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's
own words quoted on the previous page. He has not, as you
wrongly allege, repudiated those words in the published state-
ments to which you refer. It was, however, one of the purposes
of the book to find an explanation of your actions in your own
defeatist outlook towards the threat from Japan and your fear
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